


Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection 


Volume 22, No. 7 August, 2003 





Ford Focus PZEV offered as National Grand Prize 
for America Recycles Day 2003 











_ The National America Recycles Day Steering 
- Committee has just announced that a Ford Focus 

—_ PZEV (partial zero emissions vehicle) will be the 
ete yanerr grand prize for America Recycles Day 2003. Powered 
4 by the all-new 2.3-liter 1-4 engine, the Ford Focus 
PZEV meets California's stringent emissions standards 
without sacrificing performance. This car both 


Ford Focus ; ne 
teeing contains recycled content and the majority of the car 


can be easily recycled when it has finished its' useful 
life. Don't forget to fill out a promise card this year! Promise cards will be distributed by 
CT DEP after September 1, 2003 or you can pledge on-line (after September 1, 2003) by 
visiting the national site at www.americarecyclesday.org. Additional national prizes will be 
announced at a later date. 





America Recycles Day, Inc. Unveils Newest 
“Green Dream House’”’* 


Construction is complete on the America Recycles Day Green 
Dream House in McCook, Nebraska. The Green Dream House 
was the National Grand Prize for America Recycles Day 2001. 
Judith Mahoney of McCook won the prize, valued at 
approximately $200,000, when her pledge to recycle more and 
to buy recycled products was drawn at random from more than 
6.2 million America Recycles Day pledge cards. America Recycles Day 1s celebrated 
annually on November 15. 





The 1,600 square-foot, three-bedroom home was constructed using recycled-content 
building materials and energy efficient equipment. The team used resource-conserving 
design principles and waste reduction practices, making this home a national model for 
smart, green design and construction. The home was also designed to complement the 
architectural diversity and historical nature of its McCook, Nebraska neighborhood. 


Building the Green Dream House was a collaborative effort with local, state, and national 
partners. “The Green Dream House is a great way to showcase what America Recycles 
Day is all about—using natural resources more wisely by recycling and using recycled 
products. Millions of Americans recycle everyday, generating thousands of tons of 
recyclables that are used to manufacture hundreds of new products, many of which were 
used to build the Green Dream House,” says Kate Krebs, executive director of the 
National Recycling Coalition and America Recycles Day spokesperson. 


“With the support of our national sponsors—Alcan Aluminum Corporation, Ford Motor 
Company, the National Soft Drink Association, Recycle America Alliance/Waste 
Management, Staples, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the 100% 
Recycled Paperboard Alliance—we’ve shown that it makes economic and environmental 
sense to build green,” says Krebs. Other project partners include the Nebraska State 


Recycling Association, which managed the project, and Gilpin Construction, a local 
company that served as the prime contractor. 


“Article reprinted with permission from America Recycles Day, Inc. Photograph by Connie Joe Discoe, 
reprinted with permission of the McCook Daily Gazette 


To learn how you can participate in the America Recycles Day event at the local level in 
Connecticut, please visit the CT DEP website at www.dep.state.ct.us/wst/recycle/ctrecycles.htm. 
Event registration forms are available now and a listing of local prizes will be posted in 
late August. 


The ReCONNstruction Center Passes Major Milestone 


Last July when we first reported on the ReCONNstruction 
Center, it was an idea trying to organize itself into a 
reality. The founders have come a long way in just one 
year and are closer to providing Connecticut residents 
with a place to recycle reusable building materials. The 
most important milestone they have just achieved is receiving federal recognition as a 
non-profit organization. This was a six-month long process with no guarantees for 
approval. They have also adopted a business plan, budget, bylaws, and logo, and have 
elected officers and a board of directors. 





The 501(c)3 non-profit status now gives the ReCONNstruction Center the green light to 
begin serious fundraising, as donations will be tax deductible. With a budget of about 
$226,000 to cover start-up and operational costs, they are in great need of volunteers to 
help search-out donations and write grant proposals. Simultaneously, they need help in 
finding a suitable and inexpensive location in the greater Hartford area for the warehouse 
store. And lastly, although they own a domain name on the Internet, they need someone 
to create and maintain a website. If you are willing to help in any way, or would like 
more information, please contact the ReCONNstruction Center President, John Powers, 


at 860-965-1746 or reconnjohn@yahoo.com 
Connecticut Dentists Install Mercury Amalgam Separators 


In 2002, the Connecticut legislature passed one of the most comprehensive 
mercury laws in the country. Many of the provisions of the law came into 
effect this year including a requirement that dentists follow best 
management practices for the management of mercury. The Connecticut 
Dental Association (CDA) and the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) have been working cooperatively to implement this 
provision of the law. 







One of the best management practices for dentists includes the installation of dental 
amalgam separators. Amalgam separators remove mercury from water through the 
discharge pipes. A typical unit can remove 98% of the mercury that goes down the drain. 
Amalgam separators will help remove mercury from sewage treatment plant sludge or 
prevent contamination of septic systems. Units typically cost less than $1,000 with a 
small fee to replace and properly manage the spent filters. 


The CDA has worked proactively with their members to spread the word about the requirement to 
install dental amalgam separators. Many dentists have already installed the units. 
Connecticut is one of the first states to require amalgam separators however several other 

states are also pursuing this requirement including Maine, New Hampshire, and New 

York. 


Green Home Design and Construction Workshop Scheduled 


There will be a workshop on Green Home Design and Construction on Saturday, 
November 15, 2003 from Noon to 4 p.m. It will be held at Central Connecticut State 
University in New Britain. To learn more contact Kim Trella at kim.trella@po.state.ct.us 


or visit www.ctgbc.org. 


